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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine- Hospital Service.] 

Findings of working party .No. 1, Yellow Fever Institute, not all cor- 
roborated by working party No. 2. 

Washington, December 18, 1903. 
Surgeon-General. 

Sir: We have the honor to report that, as a result of our studies at 
Vera Cruz, Mexico, this summer, we have not been able to corroborate 
all the findings of working party No. 1, Yellow Fever Institute, Pub- 
lic Health and Marine-Hospital Service, having found phases of the 
organism described by them as Myxococcidium stegomyise in normal 
mosquitoes. 

Respectfully, 

M. J. Rosenau, 
Chairman Working Party No. 2. 
H. B. Parker. 
Edward Francis. 
Geo. E. Beyer. 

Summary of work in Chinatown for the week ended January 9, 1904-. 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, under 
date of January 11: 

Buildings reinspected 266 

Rooms 1,916 

Persons inspected 1, 998 

Sick 27 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 7 

Dead examined 2 

Necropsies 1 

Rats examined bacteriologically 53 

Number showing pest infection None 

Places limed and disinfected 967 

Times streets swept 3 

Sewers flushed 17 

Notices served to abate plumbing nuisances 17 

Plumbing nuisances abated 5 

Undergoing abatement 14 

Total number of plumbing inspections 90 

Smallpox in Louisville, Ky. — Danger of epidemic outbreak. 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Young, 
under date of January 7: 

While the extensive smallpox epidemic in this section of the United 
States last winter was of a uniformly mild type, the cases occurring 
this year are of a very different type. The disease is occurring now 
to a very much more limited extent than last winter, but the cases are 
largely among the whites and the mortality is high. 
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January 15, 1904 80 

There have been 53 cases of smallpox reported in Louisville during 
the three months ended December 31, with 14 deaths. The victims 
have been quite largely young and vigorous males. 

1 have heard similar reports unofficially from several localities in the 
Ohio Valley, so that there seems some reason to fear that the mild 
epidemics of Cuban itch and chicken pox, which have prevailed so 
widely for several years, are about to complete their cycle by culmi- 
nating in an outbreak of severe smallpox. 

Smallpox at Porfirio Diaz, Mexico. 

[Telegram.] 

Eagle Pass, Tex., January 9, 190 %. 
Wtman, Washington: 

One smallpox Porfirio Diaz, Mexico. No danger. Proper precau- 
tions taken. Letter follows. 

Hume. 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, Tex. 

The following telegrams have been received from Acting Assistant 
Surgeon Frick, at Laredo, Tex. : 

January 6, 1904. 

Minera, Cannel, and New Laredo report nothing. Fumigated 7 
houses containing 21 rooms. Temperature, 58° and 44°. 

January 7, 1904. 
Fumigated 5 houses containing 20 rooms. Temperature, 70° and 48°. 

January 8, 1904. 
Fumigated 6 houses containing 16 rooms. Temperature, 73° and 39°. 

January 11, 1904. 
Summary report week ended January 9. Fumigated 38 houses, con- 
taining 113 rooms. Mild weather prevailing. 

Mortality at Laredo during month of December, 1903. 

Yellow fever, 3; pulmonary tuberculosis, 3; Bright's disease, 1; 
paralysis, 1; convulsions (infant), 1; childbirth (placenta previa), 1; old 
age, 1; gastro-enteritis, 1; uramia, 1; bronchitis, croupous, 1 ; tetanus 
(infant), 1; enteric fever, 2; pneumonia, 3; inanition, 1; pulmonary 
oedema, 1; malnutrition, 1; stillbirth, 1; cerebral congestion, 1; pre- 
mature birth, 1; marasmus, 1; epilepsy, 1; laryngitis, 2. 

The foregoing does not include 1 death from yellow fever, reported 
December 13, because of death occurring beyond the city limits. 

INSPECTION SERVICE, MEXICAN BORDER. 

Report of inspection at Eagle Pass, Tex. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Hume reports as follows: 



Weeks ended- 



Dee. 19-26. Jan. 2. 



Persons inspected . . 

Persons held 

Pullman cars fumigated . 
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